
S-Year Revicw Short Form

Species Rcvicwed: Osterhout milkvetch (Astragalus oslerhoutii) and Penland

Beardtongu e (P a ns t e mo n pe nl andii)

Fedcral Register Notice Announcing Initiation of this Revicw: May 27,2016.
Endangeredãnd Threatened wildlife and plants; S-year status reviews of 2l species in the

Mountain-Prairie Region (81 FR 33698).

Lead Region: Region 6, Division ol'Ecological Services, Colorado Field Offïcc - Grand

Junction, Ann Timbcrman, Assistant Field Supervisor, (97 0)-628-7 I 8 I .

Current Classification: Both speoies are listed as Endangered

Current RecovcrX Priority Numbcr: Osterhout milkvetch has a recovery priority

numbcr of 5C; inclicating a high degree of threat and low recovery potential due to

conflict from development. Penland beardtonguc has a recovery priority number of l7
indicating a low degree of threat and a low recovcry potential.

Mcthodology used to complete this revicw: This review was completed on July 2,2019
primarily b/biologists in the Colorado tìield Offrce-Grand Junotion; The Bureau of Land

Manag.ment (BLM) Colorado Threatened and Endangered Plant Species Monitoring
Program Status Report was used as the basis for this review (BLM 2018).

Review Summary: The Osterhout milkvetch and Penland beardtongue were listed as

endangered on July 13, 1989 (54 FR 29658), primarily due to activities related to the

propoJed development of the Muddy Creek Reservoir and dam, recreation, mining, and

geographically isolated populations. A recovery plan for both species was prepared on

September 30,1992. We are currently in the process of clarifying the existing recovery

criteria; the expected completion of the clarification is IrY 2019. There is limited
information available for these two species. Since these species were listed, the BLM has

established monitoring protoools for both Osterhout milkvetch and Penland beardtongue

in order to determine their population trends, both at the population level and range-wide

(BLM 2018). Estimates of uurtuge range-wide density (plants/m2) have remained stable

between 201 I and 2018 for Osterhout milkvetch (BLM 201S). l'he BLM documented

decreasing trends across all five sites in their study system in 2018 for Penlahd

beardtongue (BLM 2018). However, further review and analysis of the BLM's report, as

well as oiher information, is needed to better understand what this information means for

the resiliency, redundancy, and rcpresentation (collectively the 3Rs) for these two

species, and how the current status of the species relatcs to the clarilied rccovery criteria

that are currently under development. We are not aware of any other new information

that inlbrms the status of these two specics at this time.



Recommendations on spccics status: Given the limited new information available
about both species that is yet to be analyzed, and the ongoing effort to clarify recovery
criteria for the species, at this time, we do not have sufficient information and analyses to
completely assess Osterhout milkvetch and Penland beardtongue as it relates to the five
factors under the Endangered Speoies Act, and are not able to provide an updated
recommendation of the status of these species at this time. V/e will continue to assess the
status ol'each species as we are better able to evaluate their long-term viability in the wild
with respeot to the 3 Rs, and as it rclates as it relates to thc clarified recovery criteria once
completed. 'l"herefbre, we ale recommending no changc in the status of either species at
this time and will reevaluate the status in the S-year review in2022.

Recommcndation for Future Actions:
o Clarifìcation of recovery criteria, expected Fyl g

o species status Assessment and in-depth 5-year review, expected 2022
o Update recovery plan, expected2024
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